Letters to the Editor
Sir, Fine-needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) is considered as a safe diagnostic method in cutaneous nodules.
[1] However, FNAC has limitation regarding the proper representation of samples. [1] In tropical countries particularly in India, filariasis remains a major health problem [2, 3] Hereby, we describe an interesting case of a 50-year-old female who presented with nontender scalp swelling of 7 cm × 6 cm [ Figure 1a ]. She gave a long history spanning over years of noticing the swelling; however, she had not taken any medical consultation and the swelling kept gradually increasing in size. FNAC was done, and the smears revealed many microfilariae [ Figure 1b and c]. Her routine hematological examination was within normal limit, and the peripheral smear did not reveal any microfilaria. She underwent excisional biopsy and the histopathological examination showed features of trichilemmal cyst with multiple foci of calcification [ Figure 1d and e]. Careful search did not show any tissue microfilaria.
Filariasis is an endemic disease in tropical and subtropical region worldwide. [3] [4] [5] In India, filariasis is still a major public health problem. The conventional diagnostic procedure is a demonstration of microfilaria in peripheral blood smears. Even though incidence is high, it is unusual to detect microfilaria in FNAC smears. Incidental demonstration of microfilariae in fine-needle aspirates of different types of lesions has been reported earlier. Most of the cases were not suspected clinically, and microfilariae were not detected in the peripheral blood. [3] [4] [5] Clinical presentations of filariasis vary a lot, and in the majority of cases, the disease is detected as an incidental finding.
We report this case because of the peculiar association where the microfilaria was incidentally detected in FNAC smears, and the histopathology showed trichilemmal cyst. The patient had an uneventful hospital stay.
In endemic areas, filariasis should be included in the differential diagnosis of superficial swellings.
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